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What is Melanoma?
= Cancer of the pigment cells (melanocytes)
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Australia and Melanoma

• >2/3 Australians will develop a skin cancer

• Melanoma 3rd most common cancer in 
Australia



What does melanoma look like? 



Diagnosis of Melanoma 

Biopsy 



Diagnosis of melanoma 

Biopsy 

Pathology report
Diagnosis
Breslow thickness
Ulceration
Dermal mitoses



Treatment primary melanoma 

Wide Excision 



Treatment primary melanoma 

Wide Excision Sentinel Node Biopsy

+/-



Sentinel lymph node biopsy

Pathological examination of sentinel node
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Systemic metastases (Stage IV) disease



Targeted therapy Immunotherapy

Systemic metastases (Stage IV) disease



Treatment Stage III disease -
Nodal metastases



Nodal metastases
Neo-adjuvant drug therapy (Immunotherapy)

Therapeutic lymph node dissection (or index 
node resection - trial)

+/- Adjuvant drug therapy



Prevention

Education programs - Promotion of sunscreen



Prevention

Randomised study

SPF 15+, head and arms

40% reduction melanoma at 4 years



• Please hold your questions until end of session

• Check your phones are on silent

• Bathrooms located behind Auditorium

• A survey and your Certificate of Attendance will be emailed after the symposium

• Presentations will be filmed and made available on our Melanoma Education Portal

• Free CPD programs on melanoma and complex skin cancers 
driven by the latest research

• Be notified of future educational events, like our GP Education 
Breakfast and webinars

• Access to free resources and clinical tools (e.g. Patient Guides, 
Patient Brochures, Risk Prediction Tools)


